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My 3 years at Hawthorn 

were particularly marked 

by the mentoring program 

which helped me to adapt 

to life in a new country 

and make new friends. It 

gave me a safe place, just 

like in a family, where I 

could express my 

thoughts and emotions. 

This helped me to keep up 

with my studies and make 

my parents proud. 
 

Yvonne  

Watola 

HAWTHORN 



STUDYING 
IN TORONTO 

Immerse yourself and perfect your English 

in the charming city of Toronto.  

 

A DIVERSE CITY 
 

Toronto is also a very multicultural city. 

When you walk in the streets, it is common 

to hear many different languages spoken. 

Your own host family may speak a second 

or even third language at home. 

 

WEATHER 
 

Everyone always talks about the weather in 

Toronto. There are 4 marked seasons. The 

longest season is winter. It is very beautiful, 

but it can also get cold.  When you arrive in 

September, it will still be warm. 

 

ATTRACTIONS 
 

Royal Ontario Museum 

Gardiner Museum of Ceramics 

The Art Gallery of Ontario 

The Distillery District 

Eaton Centre (for shopping) 

China Town 

Ontario Science Centre 

 Queen Street West 

The Harbourfront 

Dundas Square 

CN Tower 

Rogers Centre 

Hockey Hall of Fame 

Ripley’s Aquarium 

Niagara Falls (an hour away)  

 

It is wonderful to 

experience the different 

seasons in Toronto. 

Whether it’s fresh white 

snow, crisp red maple 

leaves or the fragrance of 

blossoms, every season 

has a marvel to enjoy. 

 

Sabrina Yu 



STUDY OPTIONS 

FULL ACADEMIC YEAR or IMMERSION PROGRAM 

FULL ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

September to June  
 

IMMERSION PROGRAM 
 

One term program  

September to December  

or  

January to May  

 

12 week program  

September to November  

or 

 January to March  

or  

March to May  



START STRONG 
PERFECTING YOUR ENGLISH 
 

Your teachers will help you improve and master the language.  Don’t forget however that practice 

makes perfect! The more you interact with your classmates and teachers at school, the faster you 

will progress. 

 

MAKING FRIENDS 
 

Hawthorn girls are very friendly and will make you feel at home quickly. Fellow students are always 

ready to lend a helping hand! They will help you to adapt to Canadian culture. 

 

MENTORING 
 

While you are here, you will be assigned a mentor who will meet with you regularly to help you 

cope with the cultural differences between your country and Canada, know what to expect, how to 

adapt, how to communicate with your host family if there is an issue and of course, how to enjoy 

your time here. No doubt you will also learn to become a better person through what you 

experience. Take advantage of these sessions, especially when you feel homesick.  



WHAT YOU NEED 
UNIFORMS 
 

Full year international students are 

expected to purchase Hawthorn 

uniforms.  Students in the shorter 

immersion program are welcome to 

use the uniform of their home 

school. 
 

Once enrolled,  you will receive 

information as to where to 

purchase uniforms. 

SUPPLIES 
 

Students are welcome to 

bring their own school 

supplies and electronic 

devices which they can use in 

accordance with the policies 

of the school and homestay. 
 

Students may also be asked by 

teachers to purchase 

additional supplies at the 

beginning of the year. 

TEXTBOOKS 
 

Full year international students are 

expected to purchase textbooks.  

Students in the shorter immersion 

program may rent textbooks if they are 

available. Rented textbooks are the 

property of Hawthorn School; if lost or 

damaged, the full cost of replacement 

will need to be paid. 



YOUR HOST FAMILY 
MEALTIME 
 

The most important meal of the 

day in Canada is dinner which is 

at around 5 or 6 pm. Generally, 

all family members make an 

effort to come home for dinner; 

they share the events of their 

day together during this time. 

After dinner, everyone usually 

packs lunch for the next day at 

school. In the morning, everyone 

usually has a quick breakfast 

before leaving for school. Ask if 

there is not enough food. If you 

have any dietary restrictions, be 

sure to let your host family 

know before or as soon as you 

arrive. 

 

EXPENSES 
 

Your host family will provide you 

with food, room and 

transportation to and from 

school. Other expenses for 

travel, shopping, going out, phone 

or internet are all your own 

responsibility. Please also ensure 

you have enough money to 

provide for your own needs, 

such as toiletries. Any special 

health or medical item you 

require that is not already in the 

host family's home is for you to 

bring with you or purchase with 

your own means. Your parents 

can communicate with the host 

family ahead of time to 

determine what spending money 

is required. 

The family that you will be staying with has been screened and can be 

trusted.  You will be very well taken care of in their home. Family life in 

Canada may be different from what you are used to in your own 

country. You will greatly benefit from learning a different culture and 

practicing your English. Cleaning, cooking, and other jobs are all part of 

family life and you will be expected to participate in these family duties.  

 

Your weekdays will be full with many extracurricular activities at school 

that you can participate in. Weekday evenings and nights are spent 

studying, relaxing and dinner together with the family.  Canadian families 

go out and socialize on weekends mostly. You will have the chance to 

sightsee with them on weekends when they don’t have professional, 

family or other commitments.   



ADMISSIONS 

PROCESS 
1. Download the application form at 

www.hawthornschool.com/admissions

/international-exchange 

  

2. Review the instructions and the 

checklist of requirements.  All 

necessary documents can be 

submitted via email. 

 

3. Once all documents and application 

fees are received by Admissions, the 

parents of the applicant will be 

contacted to arrange the following:   

• a video interview with the 

parents,  

• a 2 hour entrance assessment 

to be completed by the 

applicant 

• an interview with the 

Academics Director for 

students in grade 8 or above 

 

4. If all requirements are satisfied, the 

acceptance letter and package will be 

sent within 2 weeks.  

 

5. The host family placement follows. 

 



POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

DEPARTING HOMESTAY EARLY 
 

Hawthorn School goes to great lengths to ensure that every homestay environment 

is safe and caring. In rare cases, a special circumstance or unforeseen event may make 

it impossible for a student to remain in a host home. In such cases, Hawthorn must 

receive written notification (e-mail, letter or fax) as soon as possible, stating the 

reason for wanting to leave or change homes. Only a serious reason will be 

considered as cause to change homes. We try as much as possible to help host 

families make it work with their homestay student. If two or more parties (school and 

host, school and student, student and host) agree that homestay will not work, the 

school will find a new homestay host within a week. During this time, we ask all 

parties to behave courteously so as to make the departure a respectful one. 

 

VACATION POLICY 
 

Full year international students are allowed to travel home or elsewhere during 

school holidays (Christmas Break and March Break) with the written permission and 

advance notice of their families. However, if they choose to remain in Toronto, they 

are welcome to remain with their host family, while respecting the traditions 

and customs of their home. 

 

LATE PAYMENT CHARGE 
 

All boarding payments should be made on time. If the payment plan is not respected, 

Hawthorn School reserves the right to terminate homestay services and the student 

will be required to move out of the home. 

 

HOMESTAY DISCONTINUATION  
 

Hawthorn can terminate a Homestay for the following reasons:  

• Improper conduct with the host family and/or other students in the home.  

• Failure to submit payment according to payment schedule.  

 



POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

THE HOMESTAY STUDENT AGREES TO:  
 

• Complete an accurate application and pay all fees to Hawthorn School.  

• Provide arrival information directly to host prior to arrival.  

• Have medical insurance and pay all fees associated with emergencies.  

• Read and go over tips for a positive homestay experience.  

• Honour house guidelines.  

• Use her own phone or a telephone card for long distance calls.  

• Communicate with hosts and /or Hawthorn School when there is an issue.  

 

THE HOMESTAY HOST AGREES TO:  
 

• Undergo a Police Record check.  

• Assume responsibility of the student for the duration of the homestay.  

• Speak English in the family home.  

• Include the homestay student in family activities. 

• Provide food, transportation, and any general personal items for the homestay 

student such as shampoo, soap, access to laundry facilities, etc.  

• Take the homestay student to Holy Mass on Sundays (for Catholic students). 

• Create a comfortable and caring environment to sleep, study, eat, and spend time   

• Pick up and drop off the student at the airport on their arrival and departure  

• Spend time getting to know the student and try to accommodate to their personal 

needs,  

• Spend a reasonable amount of time in the home; not leave the student alone for 

extended periods of time without prior notice or arrangements.  

• Facilitate the student’s participation in extracurricular activities before or after 

school,  e.g. team sports, music, etc.  

• Although there is no requirement for the host family to plan the social agenda of 

the student, they may offer to take the student on sightseeing outings.  
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